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Dear Alumnae and Friends of Saint Basil Academy,
As the fall winds down in 2015 and the winter
embraces us, we are warmed with gratitude for all you
do for the Academy. While I would like to tell you
about all of the wonderful things happening at the
Academy, I will give my time to only one.
I have decided to talk with you today about enrollment
and registration. The questions I am asked most often
when I speak with friends, alumnae, or even strangers,
regard registration and enrollment. The “how many”
question echoes around us not only in the fall but
also at all points in the year.
I am pleased to tell you that the current (2015) freshman class is up 11% from the
2014 freshman class. While we do not yet know the numbers for the opening of the
fall of 2016, we are confident our enrollment will be at or very close to our goal.
The most important part, though, is not the number. It is a conversation that has
happened throughout the past year. We have talked about making a decision and
a choice about our “perfect” size. That discussion has centered on questions like:
“What spirit do we want to engender at the Academy?” “What will be the best way
to ensure the deep sense of sisterhood experienced by the girls is maintained and
nourished?” “How can we make sure every family that entrusts us with their
daughter knows their daughter is known more than just as a name on a roster, but
as a unique young woman brimming with potential?” These questions have led
us to a place where we have decided to be “small by choice.” A perfectly sized class
for us will be 75 students and a school size of about 300 students.
Families looking for a school that is “small by choice” will find in us an academy
that: nurtures the individual gifts and talents of the girls; gives every young
woman a chance to be a leader; an academic program that is individualized and
personalized, overflowing with rigor and inspiration; teachers who care on an
individual level about the progress of their students.
Saint Basil Academy has a hallmark of sisterhood. We will treasure our generations
of Basil sisters and our long and impressive history and tradition. The future is
bright and wonderful for the young women who will continue to look for quality
of education and the nurturing environment we provide at SBA.
Thank you, I am grateful every day for the honor of being your principal.
Most Sincerely,
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Saint Basil Academy is a college preparatory school for young women, founded by the Sisters of the
Order of Saint Basil the Great, and rooted in the Ukrainian Byzantine Tradition of the Catholic
Church. We are dedicated to creating an environment nourished by the Gospel values of Jesus Christ
in which young women can develop to the fullness of their Christian potential. Through academic
excellence, we educate the whole person by integrating faith and life. We awaken our students to the
inherent beauty of God’s creation, and empower them to become the spiritual and visionary leaders
who will enlighten and transform our global society.
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Homecoming 2015

Homecoming 2015 was held on October 3rd. The event
was a great success and we all enjoyed a day and evening
of memories, laughter, good food, song and dance!
Our day began with light refreshments and registration
in a cozy lamp lit setting of the All Purpose Room at
SBA. We were then greeted in the Auditorium by
Principal Gwen Coté, Provincial Superior Sr. Dorothy
Ann Busowski and former Principal Sr. Carla Hernandez.
Monaghan Music had our Alumnae dancing in the
aisles with nearly 2 hours of Music through the Ages

including hits from Elvis, The Supremes, Pink Floyd and
Billy Joel, to name a few. Following the concert, we
gathered in the gymnasium, where a delicious dinner
donated by Moonstruck Restaurant was enjoyed with
music and dancing provided by Futuristic Deejays.
Alumnae and guests concluded the evening leaving with
their arms full of prizes from the many gift baskets
which were awarded through raffles. One lucky winner
will be happy to spend her winnings from the 50/50
drawing!
Saint Basil Academy takes great pride in our Alumnae
and it was an honor to Welcome You Home!

A New Alumna
On October 3, 2015, we
not only celebrated our
homecoming, we celebrated Dr. Maria Sicat-Fagel.
Dr. Maria served as our chairperson, as well as the creative
genius behind the decorative theme of “Memories &
Melodies” seen throughout the school halls and the gym.
Dr. Maria attributes her daughter Adeline’s decision to
attend Saint Basil Academy to the Sisters of Saint Basil.
The community of Saint Basil Academy is held in high
regard for Dr. Maria. She wishes she had attended SBA
for high school.
On Saturday, October 3, 2015, Saint Basil Academy
Principal, Gwen Coté, made that wish a reality. Dr. Maria
Sicat-Fagel was awarded an honorary diploma for hard
work and dedication in making Homecoming a success.

Dr. Maria Sicat-Fagel is married to Dr. Pantleon Fagel and
is the proud mother of Adeline Fagel, SBA Class of 2014.
She is a devout Catholic and a staunch supporter of
Catholic education. Born and raised in the Philippines by
parents who lived their lives helping the underprivileged,
she has followed in her parents’ footsteps. Dr. Maria has
established the non-profit organization “Because We Care
About You, Inc”. The mission of the organization is to
provide financial assistance to Holy Redeemer Health
System employees, or spouses/significant others of
employees, afflicted with cancer. Dr. Maria is actively
involved with the Ukrainian Federation of America
fundraising for children who have lost parents from the
war in Ukraine. Dr. Maria Sicat-Fagel is a person who will
“Walk the Talk”. When Dr. Maria commits to a task, she
gives it her all. For that we are grateful!
Thank you, Dr. Maria!
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Class of 2015 College Decisions
Shae-Lynn Blizzard
New York University

Claire Bradley
The University of Tampa

Erin Bray
Philadelphia University

Erin Breen
Saint Joseph’s University

Catherine Brennan
Arcadia University

Carly Calabrese
Saint Joseph’s University

Grace Campoli
University of South
Carolina

Sarah Fox

Maxine Jaskel

Kathryn Mackel

Temple University

Saint Joseph’s University

Widener University

Jennifer Getts

Ashley Kloter

Lynn Mackiewicz

Temple University

De Sales University

Myranda Gormley

Stephanie Liebel

Coastal Carolina
University

Johns Hopkins University

Lehigh University

The Catholic University
of America

Kathleen Gunning

Aubrey Link

LaSalle University

Gettysburg College

Desiree Cudeyro

Sara Hagstotz

Tara Lorenz

West Chester University

West Chester University

Elizabeth DeMarshall

Caitlin Harkins

The Pennsylvania State
University / Altoona

Sharon Campos Garro
Temple University

Margaret Cassidy
West Chester University

Kaitlyn Connors

The Pennsylvania State
University / University Park

West Chester University

Annelise Depman

West Chester University

Vassar College

Nicole Hassett

Rachel Dillinger

Arcadia University

The Pennsylvania State
University / University Park

Nora Hopkins

Kimberly Donahue

Emily Harton

The Pennsylvania State
University / University Park

Hofstra University

Melissa Hoyt

Nichole Eberhard

University of West Florida

Chestnut Hill College

Allison Hughes

Fiona Ferguson

Temple University

Villanova University

Claire Jardel

Taylor Foster

Rowan University

LaSalle University

2

Julia Marcantoni
Temple University

Kaitlyn Marren
Bloomsburg University

Elizabeth McAndrew
West Chester University
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Nicole Reilly
Hofstra University

Alexandra Ryan
The Pennsylvania State
University / Abington

Regina Sheeron
The University of Tampa

Samantha Simon
Millersville University

Hazel Skarbek
The University of Scranton

Allison Sloan
Fairfield University

Jillian Spicer

Emily McCann

Tysheera McKie

Bridget Murphy

Temple University

LIM College

Claire McCreavy

Jillian McNamee

The Pennsylvania State
University / Abington

West Chester University

Cabrini College

Meghan McErlean

Kennedi McStravick

Temple University

Kutztown University

Sheila Plunkett

Kerri McGinley

Taylor Mizvitowicz

Madison Toner

Marist College

Arcadia University

The University of
Rhode Island

Reilly McGrogan

Maria Morazan Cerrato

Meghan Rakus

Monica Ullmer

Temple University

Rosemont College

Elizabeth Napierkowski
Villanova University

DeSales University

Helen Starrs
LaSalle University

Jillian Thompson
Temple University
Holy Family University

Holy Family University

University of Kentucky

Maureen Rankin

Bethany Walsh

University of Pittsburgh

The University of Scranton

Tara Weitz
King’s College

Kate Wildonger
University of
South Carolina

Congratulations!
The Class of 2015
has received 100%
college/university
acceptance!
The Class of 2015
has been awarded
$11,518,036 in
Merit Scholarships!
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Saint Basil Academy is grateful to have many wonderful families comprise our community.
For almost 14 years, the O’Hara family has chosen to send their daughters to SBA. By the
time their youngest daughter graduates high school, the O’Hara’s will have completed 18
years of education at SBA! The letter that follows from the O'Hara family shares why they
continue to choose SBA for their daughters' educations.

The O’Hara Family

Our primary reason for choosing Saint Basil Academy
for our daughters was the authentic Catholic atmosphere.
It was important to us that our daughters attend a high
school whose culture reflected the values and morality
that are promoted by our faith and in our home.

no tolerance for bullying. As a matter of fact, SBA does
not employ, nor does it have a reason to employ a
disciplinarian. This is hard to believe in today’s climate,
but it is the bona-fide truth. We have always been
confident in our girls' safety and well-being at SBA.

We also wanted the academic rigor that comes with a
competitive prep school. This rigor has served as a
substantial benefit to all of our girls. Four of whom have
already graduated and have gone on to very successful
college experiences. Each of them have communicated
to us that they felt very prepared for college because of
their high school experience at SBA.

Sports and activities also serve to enhance the SBA
experience. All of our girls have played sports and
participated in many activities (i.e. band, drama, student
council, etc….). These experiences have always been
enriching to their time at SBA. They have formed many
wonderful friendships and the school spirit is electric.
We think it is also unique to SBA that in many cases, you
will see girls that play sports, also participating in the
band, drama and student council.

An enormous benefit to attending SBA is the wonderful
community. The administration and faculty have
incorporated the perfect balance of discipline and love
that serves the girls well. It will resonate with them in a
very positive way for the rest of their lives. The students
that SBA attracts are also top notch!! Over the past
fourteen years, we have never heard a “mean girl” story
about any of the girls that attend SBA. They are all
confident, kind and considerate young ladies. There is
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We feel extremely blessed to be sending our girls to SBA!
Sincerely,
Maureen and Rick O’Hara
(Parents of Jillian ’06, Canace ’08, Darcy ’11, Kate ’14,
Teagan ’18 and Mary Teresa ’20)
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Danielle Betzale
Class of 2012

My name is Danielle Betzale and I am a Senior studying
Psychology at West Chester University. I took the
opportunity to check the list of employers WCU provides
where I could finish my field experience. One name
stood out… Saint Basil Academy.
As an intern in the Counseling Services Department,
I enjoy keeping the students informed of the many
aspects of Counseling. Our bulletin boards are updated
regularly. One of my duties includes highlighting
careers of interest to our students. Each week a Career
of the Week is selected. I research the career to find out
which colleges offer programs for that career, possible
courses required for the career and potential salaries

Casey Finnegan
Class of 2013
This past March as a sophomore at La Salle University, I
was worried and stressed out about finding an internship.
Obtaining internships as a Junior or Senior in your desired
field is important to build your resume, give you
experience, and provide you with a taste of what your
future career will entail. I reached out to Maureen Ryan,
Director of Marketing and Communications, as well as
Gwenda Coté, Saint Basil Academy’s principal, to ask
if I could work there as their Marketing Intern for the
Summer.
I was thrilled when I was asked to be their Marketing
Intern for the summer of 2015. I enjoyed my high school
days at Saint Basil Academy and made many close
friends along the way. It was so nice to see old faculty
and staff and walk the halls of Saint Basil Academy again.
This Internship was an incredible experience for me in
many ways. I was able to interact more personally with
the faculty than I did as a student. Speaking with them
on a first name basis, sitting with them in the fish bowl
during Lunch, sharing stories and memories, allowed me
to connect with them in a more profound way.

once a graduate is employed in that area. It is a great
way for students to start thinking about their own
college and career paths.
I also assist with projects sponsored by the Counseling
Department for the students. We just sponsored SBA’s
annual Cancer Awareness Day with a number of service
projects related to the day. Being here that day brought
back many memories for me at SBA.
When I attended high school at SBA, it was my second
home. I made plenty of lasting friendships and had
teachers that helped me grow to become the person I am
today. From Kairos, to frequent naps in Youth Ministry,
to singing in the closet with Sister G as a freshwoman,
I’ve made memories at SBA that will last me a lifetime.
So when I got the opportunity to work at the place
I’ve always felt most comfortable, I couldn’t pass it up.
And I am more than happy to be back home.

My opinions were valued and considered when making
decisions about how marketing materials were designed.
Mrs. Ryan would always ask me, “What do you think
about this?” I was able to post content on Basil’s
Facebook and Twitter pages. I created Saint Basil
Academy’s Marketing theme for Open House “Stepping
Out into Your Future”, using the saddle shoe as Basil’s
trademark. It was great to see my posters, fliers, lawn
signs, car magnets, folders, and booklets actually being
used. Being creative showed me that Marketing really
is the field for me. I had so much passion for what I
was creating, and I believe that is because my pride and
love for the school is ever enduring. During the second
half of my internship, I worked with Emily McCloskey ’13
and Claudine Mozdzonek ’14 planning and coordinating
the Homecoming event held on October 3rd. It was a
lovely bonding experience working with my Basil sisters
for our Alma Mater that we love so dearly.
I was somber about my Internship coming to an end, but
my days at Saint Basil Academy are not over. I was asked
to be a part of the Alumnae Board, planning future
events for Basil Alumnae, current students, and potential
Basil girls. We are a community, a Sisterhood, a “home
away from home”. Saint Basil Academy will always hold
a special place in my heart. I am so proud to be able to
dedicate my time to my Alma Mater. When I am at SBA,
I always feel welcomed and I will forever feel at home.
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Elizabeth Folger

Bridget Konczyk

Class of 2009

Class of 2004
Bridget is the Special Education Liaison for an
Alternative Education Elementary School in the School
District of Philadelphia and just started her 8th year as
a teacher. She recently bought her first home in the
Old City section of Philadelphia.

Pictured on the left is Liz with the choir, Co-Director, Michael Zubert,
and Father. G. Dennis Gill, Rector of the Cathedral Basilica

As a director of the Archdiocesan Girl’s and Boy’s Choir
of Philadelphia, Liz led the choir in several events
during the World Meeting of Families and Papal Visit,
including the Thursday morning Mass for the Laity, on
the steps of the Cathedral Basilica as Pope Francis
arrived, and in the Sunday Mass on the Parkway.

Shannon
McMullen
Sullivan
Class of 2004
After graduating from SBA, Shannon attended Arcadia
University where she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
in Elementary Education and a Theater Minor. She is in
her 8th year of teaching at Upper Moreland Primary
School where she taught six years of Kindergarten and
then made the move to 2nd grade. She will graduate
from Arcadia this spring with a Masters in Educational
Leadership with a Principal certification. She has been
married for three years to her best friend and handsome
husband, Dan, and they have an amazing, funny, and
smart son named Noah who will turn 2 in January. They
have two cats, a wonderful home, and lots of fun
together as a family! In her spare time, she continues to
sing at church and other local events, but remembers
fondly her singing and theater experiences at SBA!
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Mary Kay McGettigan
Class of 1997
After graduating from Saint Basil Academy in 1997,
Mary Kay attended La Salle University, graduating in
2001 with a B.A. in Communication.
She began her professional career at La Salle in the
Department for University Events in 2003, moved into
Alumni Relations in 2007 as the Assistant Director for
Clubs and Chapters and was named the Associate
Director for Regional Programs in 2013 (her current
position). She received her Masters in Education from
La Salle in 2013.
In 2013, Mary Kay co-founded a non-profit foundation
with her brother Don and his wife Mary, called
Cara’s Sweethearts (www.carasweethearts.org). Named
in honor of their daughter Cara (now an energetic 4
year old), who was born at Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia. Their goal is to help make life a little bit
easier for children and families going through the
most difficult of times, even while in the best hands
at Philadelphia’s local children’s hospitals and the
Philadelphia Ronald McDonald House. Mary Kay
currently serves as the Director of Fundraising and
Signature Events.. It has been the most rewarding
work of her life.
Mary Kay resides in Fox Chase, just down the road
from SBA and still keeps in touch with many of her
girlfriends from the classes of 1996, 1997, and 1998.

SCHOOL NOTES
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SBA Music Academy Inaugural Year:
2015-2016
Last year, after only a few
months at the helm of Saint
Basil Academy, Principal Gwen Coté
recognized the strong commitment to the
musical arts that identified our school. She thought a
few steps forward and said, “Why not a Music Academy”
within the SBA program of study? We took the idea and
ran with it, auditioning students not just for the music
scholarship, but for a seat in the SBA Music Academy.
This 2015-2016 school year, the inaugural year for the
Music Academy, we are proud to introduce nine
student–musicians.
The first class of the
SBA Music Academy
includes:

Emily DeMarshall
(grade 9 – piano),
Tabitha Ford
(grade 9 – trumpet),
Elizabeth Gorodenchuk
(grade 9 – violin),
Taylor Grabowski
(grade 10 – flute),
Sarah Haughton
(grade 9 – piano),
Joy Iaconianni
(grade 11 – piano),
Julia Mayro (grade 9 – flute),
Molly McAndrew (grade 10 – trombone), and
Arianna Torres (grade 9 – voice).
The SBA Music Academy includes a music curriculum of
ten credits, in addition to the core curriculum. While it
is strongly tied to the performance classes that are
traditional at the Academy, including the Concert Choir
and Madrigals, Band, String Ensemble, and Handbells, a
series of new courses have been or will be introduced.
This year’s new courses are aimed at providing a strong
theoretical background necessary for the growth of any

musician through a daily music theory course, and
additional performance classes to give the students as
many playing/singing opportunities as possible. These
are the “Master Class,” where students perform welldeveloped pieces for each other and are coached on the
pieces, and the Chamber ensemble, small groups that
provide a different perspective on playing outside of
solo and large-ensemble performances.
As a new, evolving program, several new courses that
are planned for the near future are a Music History
course, a Music Technology program, and higher levels
of the Music Theory and
Keyboard Theory courses. The third level of
Music Theory will lead
to the study of Advanced
Placement (AP) Music
Theory.
Our Music Faculty hold
numerous music degrees
from prominent universities and conservatories,
and are also very active
musically outside of
Saint Basil Academy.
Please visit our website,
www.stbasilacademy.org, under the Faculty and Staff
Directory, to read complete biographies of our Music
Faculty.
We celebrated the start of this great addition to SBA
with a Soirée on Sunday, November 8 in our own
“All-Purpose” Room. This elegant late-afternoon affair
featured Music Academy student performances, SBA
family and friends, and palate-pleasing hors d’oeuvres.
The SBA community look forward to following the
musical growth of the talented young ladies in this
first Music Academy class.
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A Special Thank You
It is with great humility and unending gratitude that we, the
Saint Basil Academy Community, acknowledge a gift of $100,000
received from sisters, Mrs. Jessica Orzel Hulsebosch (Class of 1949)
and Sister Dolores Orzel, OSBM (Class of 1955). The gift is given
in honor of their mother who believed in the importance of
education. She instilled in her daughters a continuing love and
appreciation for the education they received in the halls of our
Academy.
Mrs. Hulsebosch and Sister Dolores have asked that the donation be
used to improve the property of the Academy. Specifically, they have
asked that some paving work on the driveway and circle be
completed, a new phone system installed, and the building be power
washed to spruce up the exterior.
Please join with the Academy in our prayers of gratitude for the
goodness and generosity of Mrs. Hulsebosch and Sr. Dolores. Their
generosity and their fidelity to the gratitude of their mother for her
daughters’ education are inspiring to us all.

S
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ave the Date

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

NIGHT AT THE RACES

December 4th

January 30th

FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE

COACH HANDBAG BINGO

December 11th

March 6th

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

PAWCTION

December 16th

April 9th

F
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Matching Gifts

Many employers sponsor matching gift programs and
will match any charitable contributions made by their
employees. If your company is eligible, the impact of
your gift to Saint Basil Academy may be doubled.
Some companies even match gifts made by retirees
and/or spouses.
Here are just a few employers that participate:
General Electric, Ford, IBM, PepsiCo,
AT & T, Wells Fargo, Verizon, Coca Cola,
Bank of America, Home Depot, Costco, Boeing
and Berkshire Hathaway just to name a few.
Please contact your Human Resources Department to
see if your employer participates in this wonderful
program.
If you have questions or would like to
submit your form electronically please contact
sangelone@stbasilacademy.org.

Own a business in Pennsylvania?
You can receive up to a 90% tax credit by donating
to BLOCS through the Educational Improvement
Tax Credit (EITC) and the Opportunity Scholarship
Tax Credit (OSTC) programs.

orever

Saint Basil Academy

Launches
New Website

Change is Constant. It is ongoing and rhythmic. This
is the theme of what has been happening at Saint Basil
Academy this past year.
SBA welcomed our new principal, Gwen Coté, in
July of 2014. The Academy implemented a modified
block schedule in the 2015-2016 academic year. Bring
Your Own Device was established, and breakfast &
lunch can now be purchased with a simple swipe of a
student ID card! In addition to all of these changes,
SBA launched a new website!
Our new website was launched in July, 2015. It is fresh
and colorful and chock full of information for our
current students & families, prospective students &
families, as well as alumnae.
A great element of our website is that it gives a warm,
welcoming feeling to those who view it. Each page
includes full color pictures of our students in settings
of academics, athletics and the arts. Our Faculty & Staff
Directory highlights each member with a description of
their professional and educational background, as
well as a glimpse into their hobbies and family life.

By directing tax dollars your business will already be
paying, you can help provide a quality education for
students at Saint Basil Academy. The EITC & OSTC PA
tax credits allow businesses to make these donations
to BLOCS for pennies on the dollar.

The website has the ability to link from one page
to another effortlessly so that the viewer can navigate
the website easily to find any and all pertinent
information. There is a wide array of information
regarding Admissions, Academics, Student Life, Athletics,
Alumnae and Giving.

For more information, please contact
Samantha Angelone, Development Coordinator at
(215) 885-3771 or email me at
sangelone@stbasilacademy.org

Come, see for yourself, what all the excitement is
about at Saint Basil Academy. Our new website will
give you a very good idea of all the great things
happening here this year!

STAY CONNECTED TO SBA
Visit us using Social Media to stay connected with SBA and other alum.
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IN MEMORIAM

Sister Paula Jacynyk, OSBM
Jesus, Lover of Humanity
Province
1930 – 2015

On Friday April 17, 2015 Sister
Paula Jacynyk died at Holy
Redeemer Hospital where she
had been recuperating after
receiving a pacemaker. She was
admitted on Easter Monday, April 6 and was to be
transferred to rehab on Friday.
Sister Paula entered the Order of the Sisters of Saint Basil
the Great in 1948 after having graduated from Saint
Basil Academy where she was inspired by the Sisters and
teachers who taught her. Sister was baptized and
chrismated in St. Nicholas Parish in Passaic, NJ. Both of
Sisters parents: Anthony Jacynyk and Antoinette
Dobrowalska died when Sister was young and she was
raised by her Aunt Anna and Uncle Peter Rybensky,
along with their two sons Harold and Joseph. Sister also
had two brothers – Peter and Steve.
After taking her first vows in 1950 Sisters was assigned
to St. Nicholas School in Watervliet, NY. She went on to
serve at St. Nicholas School in Chicago (1953-1958);
SS. Peter and Paul in Auburn, NY (1958-1961) and
Cohoes, NY (1961-1967); and St. Josaphat School in
Philadelphia (1967-68). In 1968 Sister was assigned to

orever

the Motherhouse in Fox Chase where she served as
novice directress (twice), Provincial Councilor (three
terms), Province Secretary, Registrar at Manor College,
house superior (twice) and as a mentor to the young
women from Ukraine who came to discern their
vocation. She also served on the renewal team. Sister
always accepted and served with joy – her ministerial
life was full and fruitful.
Sisters real gift, however, was in the person she was. This
is revealed in a short biography she wrote saying that the
personal losses in her life led her to be dependent on
God and that she always felt God’s presence in any and
all circumstances. That, and her strong devotion to Saint
Therese made her a loving and compassionate person.
Sister loved God in her own little way which she said she
learned from Saint Therese.
Her life was filled with joy, which was evident in the
warm smile she offered to all and the graciousness in her
words. The smile remained even during the last moments
of her life. Sister never asked for much but was always
there to give from the bottom of her heart.
Sister touched may lives and will be missed by all. She
is survived by her cousin Joe Rybensky, his wife
Leandra, her cousins Diane and Susanne and many,
many friends. Her memory is eternal! Christ is Risen!
Indeed He is Risen!

Let us remember those who now rest in peace.
Barbara Arter ’77

Jeremy D Hall (2-12-15)

Mary Anne McCloskey Bittel ’64

Husband of Donna Dowling-Hall ’87

(11-28-14)

Sister Paula Jacynyk ’48 (4-17-15)

Regina Brennan (3-16-15)

Scott Matsinger (7-11-15)

Mother of Regina (Jeannie)
Brennan Muldoon '77

Rose J. Cowhey (4-19-15)
Mother of Rose Cowhey Nihill ‘82

James Finnegan (7-10-15)

Husband of Veronica Burke Matsinger '03

Olga Theodorovich Kaschak
Catherine Haas Migliore ’55 (9-30-14)

Marie Raabe ’56

Joseph Garvey (1-12-14)

Ron Miller (5-7-15)

(8-12-09)

Mildred Paulewicz (1-31-15)
Mother of Stephanie Paulewicz Mattiace ’78
& Susan Paulewicz Ciufo ‘78

Father of Casey Finnegan ’13

Amira Román Gomes-Casseres ’64

Parents of the late Lisa Norkas Maguire ’77,
Cheryl Norkas George ’79
& Pamela Norkas Figueroa

(2-23-15)
Mother of Constance Migliore Pincus ’77
& Catherine Migliore Gegeckas ‘79

Father of Alexandria Garvey ’13
& Erin Garvey ’00, beloved friend
of Saint Basil Academy and
avid contributor to Parent’s Club
for countless years

Nancy Norkas (5-10-15)
Paul Norkas (4-2-15)

Father of Nicole Miller ’05 &
Christina Miller

Christopher Muldoon (8-17-15)
Son of Regina (Jeannie)
Brennan Muldoon '77

(4-25-15)

Helen Sleyzak Reiche ’38
(4-10-15)

Catherine Marek Rutolo ’78
(9-28-14)
Sister of Janice Marek Ricci ’75

Hope C. Rowlings Tyler ’60
(6-9-15)

Peter Valach (4-10-15)
Grandfather of Valerie Valach ‘00
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2016 Pawction Wish List
TICKETS

April 9, 2016
Philmont Country Club

Sports (especially Eagles,
Phillies, Sixers, Flyers),
theater (Broadway, professional
Philadelphia companies),
concerts, orchestra,
television tapings

TRAVEL

THEME BASKETS
Relaxation, Gourmet goodies,
Music, Movie Night, Bath & Body,
Family Game Night, Gardening,
Cooking, Tailgate Party,
Coffee Break, Girls Night Out,
A Day at the Beach, Pajama Party,
Off to College

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Hotels, bed and breakfast,
vacation homes, limo services,
frequent flyer miles,
airline vouchers, Amtrak trips,
luggage

Restaurants, boutiques, spa services,
malls, movie theaters

PARTIES

ELECTRONICS
Dr. Dre headphones, iPads, Kindles,
flat screen TVs, digital cameras,
photo printers, Bluetooth speakers,
Go Pro

ACCESSORIES

JEWELRY

CHINA & CRYSTAL

Coach, Vera Bradley, Kate Spade,
Juicy Couture, Michael Kors, Dooney
& Bourke, Longchamp, Tory Burch

Lagos, David Yurman, Tiffany,
Alex & Ani, Brighton, Pandora,
gold, silver

Lenox, Waterford, Michael Aram

ART

SPORTS & LEISURE
Golf outings, sports equipment,
bicycles, camping trips, luxury suite
at games, autographed memorabilia,

WINE & LIQUOR
Wine tasting outings, wine/cheese
baskets, baskets of cheer, barware,
wine cooler, Margarita machines,
wine aerators

Antiques, framed prints,
original works, photography,
portrait sessions, scrapbooking kits

AMUSEMENT PARKS
Admission passes to ski resorts,
Six Flags, Disney World, Dorney Park,
Hershey Park, Morey’s Pier,
Gillian’s Wonderland Pier

Host a cocktail party at your home,
cater a dinner, throw a dance
or karaoke party, set up a
tailgating party before an SBA game

ONCE IN A LIFETIME
EXPERIENCES
Backstage tour after a concert,
behind the scenes of a television
taping, lunch with a celebrity

SPECIAL SERVICES
Auction your talent or hobby…
music lessons, cooking classes,
tennis coaching, tutoring,
babysitting, painting, gardening
fitness training,
personal prom photography

HEALTH & BEAUTY

OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT
Lawn Mowers, weed wackers,
wheel barrows, garden tools, fire pits,
Bistro table & chairs, grills

Spa day, makeup application,
perfume, manicure/pedicure, massage,
haircut/color/styling, bath products,
gym membership, personal trainer,
exercise equipment

PAWCTION ANGEL FUND
Would you like us to do the shopping for you? Consider contributing to our Angel Fund.
When you make a monetary donation to the fund, the Pawction committee will shop for you!

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. SBA THANKS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
Please bring your donations to the SBA Main Office any school day before March 11, 2016.
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Name:

orever

Phone #:

Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

E-Mail:
# Of Tickets:

at $25.00=
Make Checks Payable to: Saint Basil Academy

Please return your completed form and check to:
Saint Basil Academy, Attn: Development Office
711 Fox Chase Road Jenkintown, PA 19046
Questions email: sangelone@stbasilacademy,org or call (215)885-3771 ext. 24
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SBA Walkway of Pride
2015-2016
Saint Basil Academy is now selling Personalized Bricks to line our walkway to the rear entrance
of the school. Leave your mark; do not pass up this opportunity to become a permanent part of
the Saint Basil Academy Legacy.
Purchase a personalized brick today for yourself, your family, your student, your team, your
business or loved one and become a fixture on the SBA Campus.
The bricks will be engraved in all caps for readability unless you specifically request otherwise.
Do not try to center each line; we will center the bricks horizontally and vertically.
4 x 8 brick – 3 lines, 15 characters per line – $50.00
(Punctuation and spaces between names count)

*NOTE: 15 characters per a line, 3 lines maximum.
*A space counts as a character. Please initial
Name:

Phone #:

Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

E-Mail:
Please return your completed form and check to:
Saint Basil Academy
711 Fox Chase Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046
Attention: Development Office
(215) 885-3771 or sangelone@stbasilacademy.org
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Annual Fund: List of Donors
The Office of Institutional Advancement extends its thanks and gratitude to the many generous donors who made the
2014-2015 Annual Giving Campaign a success. The continued support of our alumnae and friends will help ensure
a bright future for our school. The Annual Giving Campaign raised $53,292. Thank you to everyone who participated.
Our goal for 2015-2016 is $100,000.

Legacy Society Gifts
from $5,000+

Helena Mazur
Richard and Diane Welsh

Founders’ Society Gifts

Michael and Nancy Griffin
Sharon Ingram
Hugh McGovern
Timothy Smith
Natalie Wojnar

from $2,500 up to $4,999.99

Century Society Gifts

David and Angela Bauer
Christopher and Cathyann
Calabrese

from $100 up to $249.99

Principal’s Society Gifts
from $1,000 up to $2,499.99

Frances Boccella
Gwenda Coté
Robert Crossin
Barbara Fazekas
Beth Hanssens
Daniel McGowan
Brian and Elizabeth McMearty
Francis Phillips
Stephen and Kathleen Spiller
Donna Wilson

Pillar Society Gifts
from $500 up to $999.99

Christopher and Susan Bilotta
Lisa Campbell
Sookyung Chang
Helen Chaykowsky
John and Gloria Kenny
Irena McNabb
Robert and Jane O’Hara
Tara Phelan
Maureen Pond

Panther Society Gifts
from $250 up to $499.99

Patricia Brabson
Frances DeVincent
Leo and Andrea Dignam
Judith Gobeille
John Kurey

Kathleen Adamow
Glen Angus
Pantelis Athanasiadis
Mary-Ruth Bannon
Joanne Bates
Elizabeth Biek
Kathleen Bieker
Bridget Blakely
Kelly Brennan
James Broussard
Sister Dorothy Busowski
James Butler
Martha Chomiak
Kathryn Comperatore
Jennifer Corey
Diane Costanzo
Helen Cummings
Catherine Davis
Thomas Delvizis
Claire Donohue
Rosemary Duffy
Kimberly Fina
Geza Fozo
Phillipe Gallagher
Regina Gazzara
Oksana Gnoy
David and Patricia
Grabowski
Daria Guenther
Theresa Hartey
Emily Kleinle
Veronica Larini
Irene Lombardi
Stephanie Mattice

Nancy McDonald
Theresa McFadden
David McGrath
Christine Meko
Dolores Orzel
Gina Panchella
Alexandra Penkalskyj
Michaelene Piselli
Barbara Plummer
Lynn Pomponi
Robert and Linda Powers
M. Emellia Prokopik
Jessica Read
Maria Rozmarynowycz
Anna Scanapicco
Frank Schmauk
Joan Seiberlich
Linda Smith
John Smith
Gail Sutton
Kimberly Szypula
Michael Tkaczyk
Joseph Violi
Sonia Wagner
Mary Ellen Way
Eileen Weldon
Dorothy Wojciechowski
Marta Zahalak
Jason Zegestowsky

DONOR SOCIETY
Gifts up to $99.99

Carol Abel
Patricia Andris
Rosemary Barbera
Sister Clement Bartholomew
Kathleen Bauer
Ann Beams
Barbara Bensen
Colleen Biles
Joan Braccio
Stephen Cardullo
Mary Carroll
Kathleen Cassidy

Jean Castellano
Eleanor Chmilak
Susan Ciufo
Michael Clark
Linda Clark, RN
Veronica Connelly
Cynthia Conway
Oksana Demchyshyn
Donna Donaghy
Helengrace Dugan
Karoline Feld
Angela Franchi
Meghan Gessner
Hollie Havens
Catherine Iaconianni
Johanna Karas
Jacklyn Kazimir
Anna Kiczula
Rosemary Kochanowicz
Sister Ann Laszok
Desiree Lill
Mary Anne Lynn
Geraldine Mason
Sister Susanne Matwijiw
John and Camille
McCreavy
Margaret Morgan
Joan Mullaney
Kimberley O’Brien
Emily Plizak
Maria Rosen
Katina Sawyer
Eileen Schaffer
Germaine Senita
Jeanne Singer
Mary Ann Smith
Sister Joann Sosler
Lois Splendor
Rita Stremba
John and Janet
Towarnicki
Thomas Verni
William Wisotzkey
Tracey Woomer
Jenna Wright
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The Office of Institutional Advancement extends its thanks and gratitude to the sponsors and donors
who made the 2015 Pawction a success.
SPONSORS

David & Angela Bauer
Beneficial Foundation
LaSalle College High School
Pond Lehocky
Sisters of Saint Basil
Stradley Ronan
Lima Company
Saint Basil Academy
Board of Advisors:
Helen Chayjowsky
Diane Costanzo, Esq.
Robert J. Crossin
Halyna O. Keller
Tara M. Welsh, Esq.

DONORS/ADS
Acker’s True Value Hardware
Alicia Davis
Andrew Essler
Arcadia
Arcadia University
Bar Kay Jewelers
Bel Air Automotive
Bill & Jenny Barnett
Bill & Sue Brennan
Blake’s Florist
Brazukas Reporting
Brother James Butler
Brunswick Zone
Bryner Chevrolet
Burns Funeral Home, Inc.
Cannstater Volkfest
Cav’s Catering
Celebrations Caterers, Inc.
Charles G. Keller, Inc.
Christopher Bilotta,CPRW
Chris & Maureen Drumm
Claire DiLillo
Conrad the Florist
Crescent Vending Company
Dillenger Family
Douglas Family
Dr. Patricia Pace
Dress Up Time
Eileen Clauss Essentheir
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Fleck Family
Flynn & O’Hara
Gallo’s Seafood
Gary Charles Hair Salon
Glen Angus
Greg Santoro
Haney Family
Heathland Hospitality
Herff Jones
Hillyard
Insight
Insight Promotional Marketing
Ithaca College
Jim & Linda Smith
Joe Macchione
John & Kathleen Depman
John F. Kurey, Esq., MBA
Joseph Gurcsik Studios
Joseph’s Pizza
Kampus Klothes
Ken & Kate Kucowski
Kevin from Heaven
Kim & Frank Fina
Kim Hansen
KJ Hansen Graphic Printing Services
Kleinle Family
KPMG
LaSalle University
Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs
Linda Powers
Lisa Brennan
Luque Family
Lutz Contracting
Lynn Dudo Simone
Manor College
McCreavy Family
Michael & Kathleen Grant
Mike & Linda Clark
Mrs. Chang’s Homeroom
Mrs. Fina’s Homeroom
Mrs. Keating’s Homeroom
Mrs. Kenny’s Homeroom
Mrs. Kleinle Homeroom
Mrs. Meko’s Homeroom
Mrs. Towarnicki’s Homeroom

Msgr. Peter Waslo
Napierkowski Family
Nu-Look Cleaning Services
Oskar Hubar Furniture & Design
Pam Clauss Conroy
Pamela & Nathan Vasserman
Patricia Brabson
Phil’s Shoes
Philmont Country Club
Plush Pups
Richard O’Hara
Richboro Car Wash
Ron & Carol Abel
Rossi Brothers Cabinet Makers
S.T.O. Auto Parts, Inc.
Saint Hilary of Poitiers
SBA Athletic Department
SBA Paw Prints Bookstore
SBA Summer Enrichment Camp
Schenk’s Bakery
Sean & Domineske
Sean & Sandy McGrath
Sister Dolores Orzel
& Jessica Hulsebosch ‘49
Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski
Sister Germaine Senita
Sister Rita’s Homeroom
Sister Therese’s Family
Southampton Pediatrics
Spiller Family
Station Pizza
Steven D. Bunting, DDS
STO Auto Parts
Susan Bilotta
Tantala Associates
Theresa Hartey
Today’s Eyewear
Townscapes, Inc.
Travel for Teens
UBS
Velvet Sky Bakery
Verve Hair Gallery
William R. May Funeral Home
Willits Road Pharmacy
Yo Fresh Jenkintown

A
QUESTIONS

nswered

Dear Alumnae and Friends of Saint Basil Academy:
We have recently experienced a warm and welcoming Homecoming event at
the Academy. It was an absolute joy to welcome so many of you home and
to hear the stories of your lives, families and accomplishments.
So much good is happening at our Academy; it is vital that we not allow
clouds of unanswered questions to block the bright light of our future. One
of the questions asked often as we planned the Homecoming concerned
the 2012 Capital Campaign. I would like to take this opportunity to answer
the questions that have been raised.
Following a feasibility study we set out to raise the money necessary to install an elevator and redo the
exterior façade of the building, creating a grand entrance from the parking lot. Through the tireless
efforts of many on committees and many generous donors, we raised $327,427. Saint Basil Academy
committed an additional $293,920 to the project. This gave us a total of $621,347 to spend on this
major capital improvement.
After embarking on the construction activities we encountered several unanticipated structural issues that
resulted in a significant increase in the total cost. The projected cost of elevator installation and façade
reconstruction rose to $1,266,500.
All of our best efforts did not bring us the resources required to complete the project. In fidelity to the
wishes of the donors, who gave money for the elevator, and our continued belief in the importance
of the project, we moved forward with the project, going as far as our monies would allow. The
infrastructure of our 1960’s era building has been renovated, retrofitted and made ready for the elevator.
All the monies raised through the campaign have gone into preparing the building for the time
when finances allow the remainder of the project to be completed.
In an effort to meet the short-term needs of accessibility, in 2015 we completed an external
lift to assist those with mobility challenges. Now family and friends can easily enjoy athletic contests in
the gymnasium, as well as shows, award ceremonies and graduation in the auditorium.
Today the Academy stands on the brink of a brilliant future, one that we all will be very proud to claim
as part of our heritage. Academic rigor, state of the art technology, an exceptional faculty and staff, and
a vision of excellence are guiding our Academy to a future filled with hope and promise.
Join me as I pause in gratitude for all that has been and with a hope for all that is to be for the graduates
of our future.
Sincerely,

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski OSBM
Provincial, Sisters of Saint Basil the Great
Chairperson, Saint Basil Academy Board

Gwen Coté
Principal

Saint Basil Academy
711 Fox Chase Road
Jenkintown, PA 19046
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"As we look at the young women
who walk these very same halls
that you did, you would be
impressed to see that they are
young woman of quality,
compassion, generosity, and
great academic promise.
They strive to be their best
in and out of the classroom and
they take care of each other.
Our students are
the absolute best!"
— Gwenda Coté, Principal

