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Feeling some post-prom
nostalgia? Turn to Page 4
for a flower-filled flashback! Christina Foley '16

Missing Mini-THON?
Turn to Page 5 for a

THON extravaganza!

Meet Alyssa Urbano: Co-Valedictorian,
Diocesan Scholar, National Honor Society Treasurer, tennis captain, Mock Trial Team Member
and avid skier. Alyssa was raised in Northeast
Philadelphia and attended St. Matthew School.
Alyssa is the first member of her family to choose
SBA for her high school education, and she is very
proud of that decision.
During her time at SBA, Alyssa has been
given many academic opportunities. Alyssa is CoValedictorian, takes classes at Manor College and
was named a National Merit Commended Scholar
for her outstanding performance on the PSATs. “I
am very grateful for my academic accomplishments. SBA has challenged me to do the best I
can, and has provided me with the strength and
support needed to excel in the classroom.”
Alyssa is heavily involved in activities here at
SBA. Alyssa said, “The first activity I became involved in was tennis. Through tennis, I met my
first friends at SBA. Tennis taught me how to cooperate with others, lead by example, and that
hard work pays off. In addition to tennis, I am also
a member of the Mock Trial Team. Mock Trial has
helped me with public speaking and listening, all
while having fun with my teammates! I am so
grateful that SBA has given me these opportunities to build character, in addition to academics.”

Meet
Valedictorian:
Meredith
Moore
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Alyssa Urbano

"Over these past four years, SBA has truly become my second home. I am so
proud to be a Basil girl, and I will take everything I learned at SBA to college."

Alyssa was granted admission to five universities, and chose to attend the University of Pittsburgh, where she will major in Electrical
Engineering. She was also admitted to the Honors
College at Pitt.

The SBA community commends Alyssa for
her hard work and achievements during her time
here at SBA. We are very proud of you, and wish
you the best of luck at the University of Pittsburgh!

Grace Caldwell '16

Turn to Page 8 for a glance
at our seniors from their
Freshmen through Senior
years, and a special letter
from Class President Emma
Turnbach.
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SBA's Co-Valedictorian is our beloved Meredith Moore. Through Meredith’s persistence and determination in her schoolwork and activities outside
of the classroom, she has proven that she is certainly worthy of the title of valedictorian.
Before coming to SBA, Meredith attended Our
Lady Help of Christians in Abington, Pa. It wasn’t
a surprise to anyone when Meredith chose Basil's
as her high school, following in her sister’s footsteps. When asked about making her decision,
Meredith said, “My older sister went here and she
loved it. When I shadowed, I immediately felt welcomed and at home.”
Throughout her four years at St. Basil Academy
she has kept herself busy and accomplished a lot.
Her first three years at Basils were spent working
hard for her sisters as a member of student council.

Meredith Moore

“I have always like challenges and Basil's has continued to challenge me and
brought out the best in me."

When she wasn’t wearing her sash and saddles she
could be found in her kilt and cleats playing field
hockey or lacrosse. In addition to sports after
school, she has also dedicated much of her time to
taking college classes at Manor as a Diocesan
Scholar. Meredith has also been admitted into the
National Honor Society and is currently the President. On top of all of her other commendable work,

Meredith has successfully maintained High Honors
all four years and generously devoted approximately 240 hours of her time to service.
Early in the school year, Meredith decided to
apply Early Decision to her top school, Lehigh University. She was accepted in December and will attend their business school in the fall for finance. We
are all certainly proud to call you our SBA sister!

Show flew by, but the camaraderie and spirit remained strong with each event. As the events
passed, I was left with this excited feeling of anticipation for the next year’s event. But the perk of
being freshmen (if there could ever be a perk!) is
we get a repeat, a do over--three more attempts to
get it right, make it memorable, and leave a lasting mark on our school. Now this is an opportunity no other class can claim! And at least for the
rest of this year, we can blame the silly, awkward
things we do on “freshmen moments.”
The freshmen class is sixty strong with many
intelligent, athletic, artistic, spirited young women.
This made it easier for my sisters and me to find
our way, finding things in common. For me, leaving behind a class of 600 to join a class of 60 was
an intense decision. Sixty girls left nowhere to
hide; every individual was necessary to the group.
I found confidence in this new environment where
I mattered to the group and was depended on.
I found that the girls from all classes blended

together in an accepting manner, but as freshmen
we had to earn our place. The freshmen proved to
be a worthy class, taking on important duties on
teams and clubs. We worked to be a vital part of
the fiber that makes our school such a joy to come
to every day.
As this year comes to a close, I continue to reflect upon the journey we have all commenced,
and look forward to our next three years. This journey will not always be easy, but I know that at SBA
we will be provided with an environment that fosters confidence, embraces sisterhood, and provides
a forum that supports and encourages growth. To
all of our teachers, staff, and coaches, thank you
for your warm welcome to the Basil community.
To all of my sisters, may you feel empowered by
your education and do good with it- enlighten the
world!

School Year In Review: Freshman Perspective
Tess White '19

On the eve of Freshmen Orientation, to say I
was nervous, excited, curious, and terrified- yes,
yes, yes, and a little - would have been a fair assessment. I was embarking on what would be my
chance to make a good first impression. I needed to
confirm that I had made the right decision in
choosing St. Basil Academy to be my second home
for the next four years. On my first day, things
were made easier when I saw that all of my sisters
were in the same boat. We were just trying to fit
in.
Quickly, classes started and fall sports and activities began, leaving my sisters and me quite
busy. Before I knew it, the events I had been looking forward to flashed before my eyes. Events like
the Sports Mixer, Pink Day, Autumn Classic, Spirit
Day, Advent Angels, Career Day, and the Talent
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Ciao Italia!
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Today at SBA

Jacklyn Matkowski '16

Greece. However, I will not be going to
Italy because of other commitments. I
hope all the girls going will go with an
With summer just around the corner open mind. I remember how much I anthe girls at Basils are counting down the ticipated the day my parents would drop
minutes until summer vacation. Many of me off at the airport and I would travel to
the girls are anxiously
Europe for the first
anticipating this year’s
time.
Travel for Teens trip to
For some of the
Italy! For some girls,
travelers, this will
this will not be their
not be their first
first time out of the
time on a Travel for
country. However, for
Teens trip. Senior
others this is a drastiHailey Lutz traveled
cally new experience.
to Greece last sumJunior Olivia Potok
mer. When asked
says, “I get nervous
about how her anticsometimes thinking
ipation for Greece
about leaving the councompared to her antry but I know it will be
ticipation for Italy,
an experience I'll chershe said, “I’m more
Maura Francis
ish forever.”
excited than nervThe girls will have SBA teens on their 2015 trip to
ous about leaving
an action packed ten Greece.
the country this
days filled with traveltime. I know and
ing, sightseeing, and relaxing on Italian trust the staff and I am more sure of my
beaches. I have been on three of the safety. I’m just ready to go!”
Travel for Teen trips with Basil's.
Have fun on your trip girls; it will be
I went to France, Germany, and an experience you will never forget!

Are Lessons From
"1984" Relevant Now?

Riley Weldon '16
Have you ever noticed that after
searching for those shoes you wanted or
that cute dress you saw at the store all of
the ads start to offer suggestions that are
eerily similar?
Whether people realize it or not, everything we do on social media is monitored
by others, from our “followers” to the government itself. Social media for many is a
pathway in which we as a society can
quickly access information, branch out socially, and keep in
touch with family
and friends. It is an
innovation that has
helped modern life
and has enabled
many opportunities
for careers. Apps
such as Twitter, Instagram, Facebook,
and even Snapchat
are highly popular
and have security
measures in place
to protect users
from
unwanted
viewers, and yet the very people who use
it are very unaware of just how exposed
they truly are. If any of this sounds familiar, it is because it resembles a novel
called "1984", by George Orwell.

Now, the modern world is neither
dystopian nor against having privacy,
however, it is slowly starting to lean towards a lack of privacy without many of
the population realizing it. Because news
is at our fingertips and so readily available, we tend to believe the first thing we
see without ever really questioning it.
Most notably, the morning news that we
see in the morning while getting ready for
work is completely scripted for a target audience.
By scripting the news, the networks
can control what we see and how we see
it. These broadcasts
tend to be presented
in a light that only
paints what the media
wants us to see.
Some portion of the
truth is sometimes
missing from what is
presented, and by
blindly accepting what
the government and
the media tells us, society is controlled and
misguided.

"In a world that constantly is surrounded by
media influences, we
need to be aware of just
what we are consuming
for information and what
is being monitored..."

~Riley Weldon

The book "1984" was written in 1949
and tells the story of Winston Smith, a
man living in a dystopian society where
there is no privacy, individuality, or freethinking whatsoever. The government is
run by an entity only known as Big Brother
and citizens are told over and over again
that “Big Brother is watching you”; people
live in a constant state of fear. They are
controlled through propaganda and a myriad of other tools such as starvation,
brainwashing, and rationing. Telescreens
are always present in homes and public
spaces to monitor every aspect of life.

In recent times,
audio and visual monitoring was added to
the trains in New Jersey. The citizens of
New Jersey have been in an uproar over
the lack of privacy. People have been asking questions about why it is necessary,
how long the monitoring will be used, and
why? Who’s to say that years from now a
conversation that we have on a train will
not be pulled up and used against us?

In a world that constantly is surrounded by media influences, we need to
be aware of the type of information we are
consuming and what is being monitored-and by whom. Today it might just be a
push, but tomorrow it may be a shove and
before long, we could be living in fear of
Big Brother just like Winston Smith.

National Honor Society
Kelly Anne Ryan '17
A junior dodgeball team from 2014 poses after a victory.

Brooke Meyers

Just Dodge It: SBA Picnic
Caileen Dolan '16

One of the best traditions at SBA is quickly approaching,
our school picnic. This fun-filled event kicks off Memorial
Day weekend, giving SBA girls a taste of the unofficial start
of summer- an advantage that other schools are not so lucky
to have. The student council girls and Mrs. Clemente have
been working diligently for months in preparation for this
day. It has not been easy, but it will be worth it, so be sure to
thank them for their immense contributions. Besides the picnic itself, the main event is the dodge ball tournament. For
those of you who are new, the dodgeball tournament will
consist of two teams from each grade competing against
each other for the championship title. The teams are filled
with spirit and enthusiasm, along with a clever name and
self-designed t-shirt. The final team from each grade competes against the upperclassmen. The biggest rivalry of the
dodge ball tournament is whoever competes against the seniors for the win. However, the fun of the picnic does not stop
here.
After the intensity of the dodgeball tournament, the student body takes a break and gathers around to eat and cool
off. This year, instead of sandwiches, we are serving hamburgers and hotdogs, which will be delicious! The best part
of the picnic by far is the obstacle course. The obstacle

course is a giant water slide that runs down the side of the
hill by the softball field. The water slide gets everyone
soaked and it is so much fun. Junior Cecilia Verrillo said
“The school picnic is one of my favorite events. It brings the
school together one last time this year.” There are also water
balloons given out to have a water balloon fight. Bring a
towel because you are definitely going to get soaked. This
year at the picnic, student council has more surprises
planned. They wish to get the students outside more instead
of being crammed in the hot, stuffy gym all day! Take advantage of this day to get out, get active, get some sun and
have fun. This stress-free day is much needed at the end of
a busy school year, which is another aspect that makes the
picnic so loved by SBA students.
Senior Kelley Taylor said “One of my favorite memories
at SBA is sliding down the water slide with my friends.” The
picnic is one of the best ways to end the school year. It is a
bittersweet activity, but it makes the school community come
together for the last time.
Overall, the picnic is an event filled with fun, excitement, and a little competition. However, an extreme amount
of work has been put into this event. Be sure to remind Student Council and Mrs. Clemente how much you appreciate
their hard work and dedication. Most of all, have fun and
enjoy this picnic! Make the most out of this exciting tradition, whether it be your first or your last. May the best team
win!

On April 25, 2016, students of Saint
Basil Academy's junior and senior classes
were inducted in to the National Honor
Society, which is one of the highest honors a high school student can be awarded.
The National Honor Society is a nationwide organization in the United States
that was established in 1921 to recognize
and encourage academic achievement and
develop other significant, positive attributes. Last year was the first year of the
NHS at our school and 14 of our present
seniors were inducted. This year, 13 juniors and 4 seniors became members of this
elite organization. To become inducted
into the NHS, a student must go through a
selection process and meet eligibility requirements. A student must show scholarship by having a 3.7 or higher cumulative
GPA and must demonstrate service, leadership, and character in their words and
actions. If a student is chosen for induction into the NHS, then she excels in all
of these four pillars. Membership into the
NHS is not only an honor but also a responsibility to continue to demonstrate

these qualities of scholarship, service,
leadership, and character. The NHS at
Basil's works towards these pillars
through tutoring and assisting other students in their studies and participating in
various service projects throughout the
school year. All of the members of the
NHS are outstanding students and role
models for the school community. Congratulations to all of the new and current
members of the National Honor Society!

The members of the National Honors Society.

Grace Caldwell
'16
As the fact that I am sitting here, writing

my final letter as an editor sinks in, my heart
is filled with a longing for a time when seniors were intimidating, lockers were a hassle, and forgetting claves for sister G’s class
seemed like the end of the world. But these
memories are distant and beginning to fade
along with the white on our saddles and our
footprints left on muddy fields. For the class
of 2016, our time left here at St. Basil Academy (the greatest place on Earth) is limited.
In eighth grade, when applying for high
schools, my parents basically gave me two
choices; Nazareth Academy High School or
Saint Basil Academy. As a student in a class
of 450 in my large public middle school, I
had no interest in attending either of these
schools filled with complete strangers.
However, when I shadowed at SBA that all
turned around. I immediately felt a connection to the school and genuinely felt at
home. When my mom picked me up that
day I was strangely glowy and I had this
foretelling feeling that I would spend my
next four years behind those golden doors.
That fall my premonition became my reality.
Beginning freshmen year with a grand
total of one familiar friend in school was terrifying. But, the uncomfortable feeling of
wanting to fit in quickly disintegrated as I
began to open up and meet new people. By
the time Sophomore year came around I can
honestly say I fell in love with each of my
sisters and had created a bond that I know
will last forever.
Throughout these four years at Saint Basil
Academy, I have loved, lived, made mistakes, grown, and learned a ton. But there is
one outstanding, unspoken, realization that
I have and many of us I am sure, have come
to. There is something extremely unique
within the walls of this school. We have all
felt it, but just can’t seem to place a finger
on what it is exactly. What is it about Basils
that makes us feel so comfortable? It is an
aura of togetherness and understanding, a
sanctuary of support, it is our home away
from home. The amount of love that radiates throughout this school is tremendous
and it certainly shows. From our relationships with teachers, our friendships with our
classmates, and our service in the community, the kindness and love that Saint Basil
Academy has instilled in us shines through.
As a senior with only a few short days left at
home, this has truly become invaluable to
me. I am forever grateful for my time spent
here with endless happy memories and
friends I will keep with me for life.
Thank you to the Basilian Pillar for giving me the opportunity to leave my indelible
paw print on SBA. I hope you enjoy our
final issue!

Jackie Matkowski
'16
Sisterhood: we have seen this word on nu-

merous occasions during our time here at
SBA, but what does it mean? As my days
come to an end at Basil's, I begin to think
more and more about that question: what
does sisterhood mean? I look at the slogan
that was just painted in the AP room this year
that says “Sisterhood Forever”. It is so new
to me that it is still dripping with fresh paint,
but the meaning behind it has been a constant
at Saint Basil Academy since its founding.
I remember my first day of orientation. I
remember Mrs. Clemente standing in front
of me and telling me, “By the end of this
year, you will have 74 new sisters.” I
thought, “How am I supposed to get to know
74 people?” The idea seemed absurd to me;
I had come from a small grade school where
the entire student population was 90. Little
did I know how the bonds formed at Saint
Basil Academy could change a person’s life
forever.
Sisterhood is something that is forever.
Think of your own sisters and brothers. Your
bond with them won’t ever change and will
never be severed. That is how I feel about the
bond I have made with my Saint Basil Academy sisters; it is unwavering, constant, and
unbreakable.
So what is sisterhood; what does the word
itself mean? According to the Oxford English Dictionary, it means, “the relationship
between sisters.” I do not think that definition accurately defines the word at all. It is
not just the relationship between us; it is
every memory that we have formed together
at SBA.
Sisterhood is every spirit day, every picnic,
every lip sync battle, every Halloween dance,
and every Autumn Classic. To my 74 sisters,
it is every time we burst into song singing
"White Houses", it is every meeting we had
watching Jamie teach us a new dance; it is
every bit of drama, laughter, tears, breakups,
and makeups that we have experienced over
these four years. Sisterhood cannot be pinned
down to one meaning; it has simply been our
way of life for the past four years.
This is where it gets sad. Never again will
we see Mr. Verni dressed as Saint Nicholas;
never again will we see the teachers perform
songs by people like NSYNC and Taylor
Swift. Perhaps the saddest part of leaving this
school is that we know in our hearts that we
will never see some of these people again.
But that doesn’t mean our sisterhood ends.
Make a goal to see your friends regularly.
I know a life without the people you are sitting next to right now makes you scared and
unsure, but during those times, that is when
you need to remember that you have 74 sisters backing you up and waiting to catch you
if you fall down. Sisterhood is forever at
SBA. Let us enjoy one last picnic and then
walk in graduation knowing all the love we
ever need is in that auditorium where it all
began.

Lisa Toroni
'16
As the end of my time as a high school

student approaches in the blink of an eye,
I would like to take this opportunity to
look back and remember everything I was
blessed with over the past four years at
Saint Basil Academy. It is almost time for
me to put away my saddles and skirt for
good, and replace my beloved uniform
with a graduation cap and gown, and soon
enough, real clothes for school. However,
instead of mourning the end of my time at
my second home, I would rather thank the
school and the people in it for shaping who
I am as a person today because of it.
Educating the whole person is a
well-known motto of SBA that has been
instilled in students over the years. This aspect of education requires that the entire
girl, mind and heart, be educated with all
that SBA has to offer. Throughout my
years here, I have been educated as a
whole. Of course, my mind has been educated because of the wonderful teachers
here, who never let me miss homework or
a test. More importantly my heart has been
educated with an immense appreciation for
my school. Over the past four years I realized one thing; I love this school. I could
never imagine myself at any other place,
and am fully confident that I made the best
possible choice for high school. I have
been wholly educated and have loved
every second of it. Saint Basil Academy
was the perfect fit, and it is impossible to
express my gratitude to this school and all
of the people in it.
To my 74 senior sisters; we did it. We
made it to the end. We not only survived,
but accepted and took on four years full of
changes and surprises. Almost nothing
about our school is the same since our
freshman year, but our spirit always remained high and continued to grow higher
throughout everything. The school has
most definitely changed since we arrived
in 2012, but one thing is for sure; the senior class has successfully lived out another
SBA motto; we left things better than we
found them.
To the rest of the SBA student body; we
are now leaving you with big shoes to fill.
Continue the spirit, enthusiasm, hard
work, and service. Take advantage of all
of SBA’s fine traditions, and never miss an
opportunity to dance with your sisters.
Sing “White Houses” and our alma mater
loud and proud, because soon enough, you
will be singing it for the last time with
your best friends.
Thank you to the entire school for all of
your support throughout the year of the
Basilian Pillar, we hope you enjoy our last
issue!

Christina Foley
'16
It is finally the time of year that we sen-

iors have been anticipating and dreading at
the same time: the final days in the Saint
Basil Academy classrooms and graduation.
It is an exciting time, but also a time to cherish and relive every SBA memory, tradition
and experience. It is a time for everyone to
play their final sports games of the season,
finish papers and cram for finals. Each class
has been so involved in creating the Basil
experience and making this the best time of
our lives.
Seniors, I cannot believe that our days
are SBA are… over. We always knew this
day would come, we just did not expect it to
come upon us so quickly. After a short four
years together at the Academy, we have
formed a bond that will last a lifetime. I am
so grateful for every Autumn Classic, Spirit
Day, picnic and Mini-THON that we have
participated in together. These events have
helped us grow as individuals and as SBA
sisters. As we hang up our saddles and skirts
for good, I hope we always remember one
another and all of the good things we experienced at SBA, and I wish you all the best
of luck in college. I know with the education
we have received, each of us will be empowered to enlighten the world.
Juniors, you are finally finished a long
year in Chemistry and SATs! It is now your
turn to run the school, apply to colleges,
chant, “Seniors!” during "White Houses"
and prepare to graduate. If you give it everything you have, it will be the best year of
your life. Attend every school function and
soak it all in: it will be over in the blink of an
eye, and that is something you will not realize until your last few days at SBA.
Sophomores, your time as underclassmen is finally over! You will now be the big,
bad, juniors. As you complete your final
Geometry tests and Biology projects, do not
let the time slip by you. Enjoy every last
Sweet 16, play your best in every sports
game and sing your heart out in every musical concert. These are the things you will remember the most when you reminisce on
your time at SBA.
Freshmen, your first year at SBA is over!
You are no longer the babies of SBA, and
you still have so much time left to make lasting memories. To have the best high school
experience, enjoy the next three years here,
be great big sisters to the Class of 2020, and
become as involved as possible in school.
As I write the final sentences of my final
letter, all that is left to say is thank you.
Thank you to the teachers, faculty and staff
for preparing us for the challenges that we
will encounter throughout life. You have all
changed our lives for the better, and we applaud you for all that you do for us. To the
SBA community, enjoy a safe and well deserved summer!
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May 13, 2016

We Could Be Heroes

“We danced one night for their long fight...” said senior Lindsay
Joyce when she found out that Thon was a huge success! We surpassed
our goal of $20,000 and raised a total of $35,000 all for the four diamonds
fund. The night consisted of hair cuts for the kids, talks from survivors and
family members, lip sync battles, games, moon bouncing, and of course
dancing. A total of 35 people cut their hair all for the kids claiming that they
did it for the people who truly need it and their hair will always grow back.
Throughout the whole night the vision was clear of what we were
dancing for, for the kids. Through everything we did, we did not forget
about the kids. The true superheroes of the night were all of the Basils girls
who knew we could make a difference and we did by surpassing our goal.
We could not be more proud to be called a Basils student after this
successful weekend.
The night could not have been possible without the organization
of Mrs. Hartey, Mrs. Kleinle, Emily Jardel, and Mary Kate McGoldrick.
Thank you so much for all of your hard work and planning done for the
event. Another thank you to all the volunteers and helpers that also helped
make the night a success. “Real superheroes live in the hearts of small
children fighting big battles.”
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Seniors: Into the Future!
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Oh, the Places They'll Go!

The class of 2016 has been awarded $10,529,508 in Merit Scholarships!
Elizabeth Brazukas '16

Fran Abbott- LaSalle University
Lauren Bello- Penn State University
Laura Black- West Chester University
Shannon Boyle- Duquesne University
Lauren Brady- Rider University
Elizabeth Brazukas- DeSales University
Erin Buckley- Temple University
Grace Caldwell- Drexel University
Erin Campbell- Manhattan University
Kayla Capcino- University of Tampa
Abby Carter- Immaculata University
Becca Castagno- Immaculata University
Yana Churiy- Undecided
Amanda Clark-William Patterson University
Madison Comey- Bloomsburg University
Nichole Corcoran- Gwynedd University
Tyleah Dean- Immaculata University
Jess Dixon- Drexel University
Caileen Dolan-Penn State UniversityAbington
Sarah Dougherty- Bloomsburg University
Kellie Flanagan- DeSales University
Sam Fleury- Temple University
Christina Foley- Widener University
Maura Francis- Rowan University
Maura Gilsenan- York College
Natalie Gray- Scranton University
Kristin Green- Scranton University

How Times
Have
Changed

Emma Herrmann- Penn State University
Emily Jardel- University of Delaware
Lindsay Joyce- Bloomsburg University
Sam Kane- DeSales University
Kelsey Kazlauskas- DeSales University
Emily Lanzetta- Penn State University
Karen Lapkiewicz-Kutztown University
Sam Locke-West Chester University
Hailey Lutz- Penn State University- Altoona
Julia Macchione- Drexel University
Julia MacGregor-Penn State University
Jess Marino- West Chester University
Gianna Marrone- Philly University
Jackie Matkowski- Monmouth University
Mairead McCaffery- Temple University
Colleen McErlean- Temple University
Mary Kate McGoldrick- Fairfield University
Jay McIntyre- University of Maryland
Baltimore County
Tyler McNabb- Lockhaven University
Shannon Moffett- West Chester University
Meredith Moore-Lehigh University
Yasmeen Morgan-Art Institute of Philadelphia
Alyssa O’Mara- Penn State UniversityAbington
Krista Pawling- Kutztown University
Marta Penkalskyj- Manor College
Kiera Peters- Penn State University- Altoona

Mandy Phillips- Pitt University
Kaeley Pinkerton-Penn State UniversityAltoona
Liesl Roth- Mount Saint Mary’s University
Taylor Ruppe- University of Sciences
Julia Sassane- West Chester University
Jules Scarpello- Penn State University
Rachel Shackleton- Philly University
Amber Slaweski- Gwynedd University
Nina Stevenson- Philly University
Arianna Sticco- Philly University
Kelley Taylor- Millersville University
Lisa Toroni-West Chester University
Emma Turnbach- Cabrini College
Alyssa Urbano- Pitt University
Nicolette Vogelman- Penn state UniversityAltoona
Gina Vreeland- Saint Joseph’s University
Sarah Weber- York College
Riley Weldon- Penn State UniversityAbington
Colleen Weston- Penn State University
Sam Wisniewski- West Chester University
Jamie Wurtenberg- Cabrini College

The senior class smiles in relief that the long college
process is finally over. Congratulations seniors!

We Will Miss You,
Mrs. Towarnicki!
Mallory Hagee '17

A comparison of
popular media in
2012 versus 2016
Lauren Bello '16

Freshman Year
2012-2013
Trends/Misc
•
Honey Boo Boo
•
The One Direction craze
•
Snapchat-ing began!
•
The Justin Bieber Meltdown
•
Ombre hair
•
Gangnam Style
Movies
•
The Hunger Games
•
Silver Linings Playbook
•
Skyfall
•
Marvel’s The Avengers
•
The Perks of Being a Wallflower
•
21 Jump Street
Music
•
Titanium - David Guetta
•
Ho Hey - The Lumineers
•
Radioactive - Imagine Dragons
•
Thrift Shop - Macklemore
•
When I Was Your Man - Bruno Mars
•
I Knew You Were Trouble - Taylor
Swift
TV Moments
•
The Carrie Diaries premiers
•
Gossip Girl comes to an end
•
How I Met Your Mother reveals that
Robin is Barnie’s soon to be wife

Grace Caldwell

Grace Caldwell

Co-editors-in-Chief, Lisa Toroni and Grace Caldwell are
caught smiling their way through freshmen year.
•
•

Parks and Rec Leslie becomes counsel
woman Knope
Scandal the president is shot!

Senior Year
2015-2016
Trends/Misc
•
Alex and Ani bracelets
•
Zayn leaves One Direction
•
Snapchat streaks
•
Justin Bieber has a comeback
•
Leo wins an Oscar!
•
The Running Man Challenge
Movies
•
Mockingjay Part 2
•
Straight Outta Compton
•
Jurassic World
•
Ant-Man
•
Paper Towns

•
Star Wars: Episode VII
Music
•
Hotline Bling - Drake
•
No Role Modelz - J. Cole
•
Hello - Adele
•
The Hills - The Weekend
•
Same Old Love - Selena Gomez
•
Wildest Dreams - Taylor Swift
TV Moments
•
Scream Queens premiers
•
How To Get Away With Murder need
I say more?
•
Pretty Little Liars is still going
•
New Girl Schmidt and Cece wedding
bells!
•
American Horror Story: Hotel starred
Lady Gaga?
•
Scandal the affair goes public!

SBA Athletes Head to College

“The first time I arrived at St.
Basil’s there was fog swirling
around the parking lot. It felt like it
was floating on a cloud.” When Mrs.
Towarnicki decided to come to St.
Basil Academy she was looking to
teach religion in a comfortable academic environment. Finding SBA
was the perfect solution when looking for a place to teach because of
our faith-based education and family
atmosphere. Now, after twentyseven years of teaching theology at
SBA, Mrs. Towarnicki is retiring.
Religion is a difficult subject to
teach. The curriculum can seem
repetitive and Is tough to keep young
people interested in the subject matter. Mrs. Towarnicki consistently
manages to make the subject compelling and enjoyable.
There is never any student who
has something negative to say about
her. She always keeps her classes
interesting with enjoyable, educational videos and keeps the students
in mind during her lessons. “Mrs.
Towarnicki is one of the most caring
teachers I’ve had at SBA and she
will be missed by not only me, but
all of the girls at SBA” says Jackie
Matkowski '16.

While speaking with Mrs.
Towarnicki, she told me that she is
grateful for the time here and for the
sisters and their help in making the
faith based education at Basil’s so
present. “I really love working with
the girls here. Every class is unique,
each one is different and has been
such a pleasure to teach,” says Mrs
Towarnicki. “I have been teaching
juniors and freshmen since I began
here and enjoy seeing the growth
that takes place in the girls over that
period.” Once she retires this year
she looks forward to spending time
with her family but will miss her
time at Basil’s and the people here.
One of her goals while teaching
has been to deepen the faith of the
students she has taught and she truly
has. Students leave Basil’s feeling
more connected to God and to each
other and that would not be possible
without Mrs. Towarnicki’s teaching
and love for the students. “I have
never regretted one day in my years
at SBA and I would not change a
thing.”
Thank you, Mrs. Towarnicki for
your years and your impact on SBA.
We will all miss you so much!

Lisa Toroni '16

The transition from high school to
college is a big one, venturing into a
new place with new people, more
work, and the first time living alone.
That alone is going to be a lot to handle, but five SBA students have accepted another challenge, the life of a college athlete. However, this stressful
and busy lifestyle will not be much different from the life they are living now,
and have been since a young age. The
everyday practices, games, fitness
trainings, and off-season workouts are
now being extended to the next level.

None of this matters though. What matters is that these five athletes, Elizabeth
Brazukas, Abigail Carter, Amanda
Clark, Maura Francis, and Karen
Lapkiewicz, have earned the opportunity to continue playing the sport they
love for another four years. Each of
these athletes have had successful years
here as multiple sport athletes while
maintaining good grades, which has
well-prepared them for their future athletic career and time management.
These girls are more than ready to
accept this challenge. Congratulations

and good luck to these strong, determined girls on their new journey!
Elizabeth
Brazukas:
Desales
University Track and Field
Abigail Carter: Imaculatta University
Softball
Amanda Clark: William-Patterson
University Softball
Maura Francis: Rowan University
Volleyball
Karen
Lapkiewicz:
Kutztown
University Basketball

Betty Brazukas

Seniors Karen, Liz, Maura, Abby, and Amanda make it
official with their colleges.

OUR SENIORS THROUGH THE YEARS

A YEAR TO REMEMBER
A LETTER FROM OUR STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT OF THE 2015-2016
SCHOOL YEAR, EMMA TURNBACH
Emma Turnbach '16

Dear Sisters,
As our year winds down many of us choose to look forward: to summer, to jobs, and of course, to college. While the
future does hold much, I also value looking back on what greatness has already happened, and in that spirit I want to
take this opportunity to tell you how proud I was to be the President of SBA this past school year.
I'm sure you all can agree the best part of Basil's is our unconventional traditions. When the schedule changed,
there was some nervous talk about how many of these traditions would continue. It took time and participation from
everyone and we were so lucky that it turned out just perfectly! These events remain tradition because of you, the students. Every time it seemed like you couldn’t donate another dollar or stay after school for one more minute you still
did. By keeping up with our traditions you started a new tradition, one I am very proud of: a legacy of perseverance.
It was a privilege to be the President of a school so set on making the best of each situation. This year was a year
of transition. Rather than being stubborn, we took each change and put our best foot forward. The school
has improved so much since the Seniors and I were timid, little, Freshmen (an idea that seems antiquated
now), and on behalf of the Seniors I’d like to thank the entire school for giving us the best year.
It’s been a great year and an amazing ride at Basil’s. If I could change one thing, I would stay for four
more. A wise man once said “I wish there was a way to know you were in the good old days before you actually left them.” I couldn’t agree more, Nard-dog.
Sincerely, Emma T

